
Nottinghamshire Federation Of Young Farmers Clubs 
Soil Assessment and Management Competition Rules 2014-2015 
 
Teams shall consist of 3 competitors who shall each be under the age of 30 on the 1st   September 2014. 
They shall be members of a YFC club affiliated to Notts Federation of YFC’s.  The Competition will take place 
on Sunday 12th April 2015 at……………. 
 
The Winner will receive the W K Mawer Memorial Trophy. 
 
Closing Date for Entries - 5th March 2015. 
 
1. The competition will involve the physical examination of three soil profiles down to a maximum of 4ft 

deep in holes provided at the competition venue. Competitors will be required to determine the 
characteristics of the soil and to identify and specify the deficiencies and/ or attributes of the soil and 
its structure. Candidates will be required to complete the assessment sheet provided.  

 
In addition the competitors will need to note how they would farm the soil they have examined at each 
profile with regard to cropping, drainage, cultivations, fertility etc. 

 
2. Each member of the team will present his or her observations regarding the chosen profile verbally to 

the panel of judges. Each competitor will be prepared to speak about and answer questions on any of 
the following in regarding his or her chosen profile:- 

 
a) Physical features of the land, together with the physical, biological and chemical characteristics 

of the soil. 
 

b) Statement of inherently good or bad points of the soil, together with the recommended 
immediate husbandry and management techniques that are required to bring the land into 
better productive capacity. 
 

c) Longer term treatments and management recommended to maintain and improve the soil 
quality. 

 
3. The range of topics the competitors will be required to cover will include drainage, sub-soiling, 

cultivation methods, types of equipment most suited to the soil conditions, rotation of crops, stock 
carrying capacity etc. 

 
4. The team shall have fifteen minutes at each profile hole to conduct their examination. This will be 

followed by one hour for the team to prepare their observations to present to the judging panel. 
 
5. Each team member will be allowed up to five minutes to present the teams observations about their 

chosen soil profile after which that competitor will be asked questions by the judges about any of the 
profiles. 

 
6. The scale of marking will be as follows:- 

 
Soil profile assessment on work sheets provided @ 50 points/ profile   150 points 
Competitor A verbal presentation on soil profile1                                       50points 
Competitor B verbal presentation on soil profile 2                                              50 points 

       Competitor C verbal presentation on soil profile 3                                             50 points 
                                                                                                                  TOTAL          300 points 
 
7. The judge’s decision is final. 

 


