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NATIONAL FEDERATION OF YOUNG FARMERS’ CLUBS

Competitions Programme 2016 - 17
NFYFC After Dinner Speaking (26 & Under)

R U L E S
Competition Aim

To encourage members aged 26 or under to work as a team and develop their public speaking skills.

Learning outcomes
Communication skills, presentation skills and personal development skills.
1. DATE AND VENUE 
1.1. After Area and Regional Finals, the National Final will be held at Competitions Day on Saturday 1st July 2017 at Stafford County Showground.
1.2. Regional Finals will be held for Northern and Southern Regions on Saturday, 18th March, 2017.  
2. REPRESENTATION
2.1. Counties may enter one team per 600 members or part thereof in the Area Finals.
2.2. Areas will be represented in the Regional Final by one team per 3,000 members or part thereof. (Northern Area 2, Eastern Area 1 and East Midlands 1, West Midlands Area 2, South West Area 2, South East Area 1 and Wales 2) 
2.3. Regions will be represented at the National Final (after Regional Finals) by one County team per 6,000 members or part thereof. (Northern 2; Southern 2; Wales 1)
3. ELIGIBILITY 
3.1. A team shall consist of five members, each of whom must be 26 years of age or under on 1 September 2016 and full members of a Club affiliated to NFYFC.
4.  SUBSTITUTION 
4.1. If three or more of the original team are unable to go forward to subsequent rounds, then the next highest placed team will represent the Area.
4.2. All substitutes must have been eligible to compete in the County Final.  
5. PROCEDURE
5.1. The team shall consist of a Chairman, Speaker (who will propose the main toast), Respondent to Speaker, Proposer to Visitors (propose a toast to the visitors) and a Respondent to respond on behalf of the visitors.
5.2. The Chairman will address the diners and introduce the Speakers in order of appearance.
5.3. The teams will be split so that the Chairman, Respondent to Speaker and Proposer to Visitors will come from Team A, and Speaker and Respondent on behalf of Visitors from Team B.
5.4. Teams will be notified four weeks prior to the competition of their Toast for the evening. Toasts in the Regional and National Final will be provided by NFYFC.  In Area Rounds, the Area Committee will provide the Toasts.
5.5. Teams will be given the opportunity of meeting to exchange notes 30 minutes before appearing on the platform.

6.  SCALE OF MARKS AND TIMING
Chairman (Introduction)
30
2 minutes
Speaker
50
6 minutes

Respondent to Speaker
50
6 minutes

Proposer to Visitors
35
4 minutes

Respondent on behalf of Visitors
35
4 minutes

TOTAL
200

6.1. Judges will take into consideration originality, presentation of speech, humour, timing, audibility, knowledge of subject, use of notes and dress.  

6.2. Teams will be penalised for using distasteful jokes or bad language.
6.3. Time deductions are 1 mark for each half-minute (or part thereof) over the allotted time by any member of the team.
7. AWARDS
7.1. NFYFC Regional Finals

7.1.1. NFYFC Prize Cards will be awarded to teams placed 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
7.1.2. NFYFC Certificates of Achievement will be awarded to all members taking part in the Regional Final 
7.2. NFYFC Final
7.2.1. The Novartis Perpetual Challenge Lectern and Prize Cards will be award for the team placed 1st
7.2.2. NFYFC Prize Cards will be awarded to teams placed 2nd and 3rd 
7.2.3. NFYFC Certificates of Achievement will be awarded to all members of teams placed 1st to 5th
7.2.4. An NFYFC Prize Card will be awarded to the highest individual scoring competitor (Best Speaker)
8. NOTES
8.1. Competitors before and after competing may be admitted to the Competition Room.
GENERAL RULES: 2016 – 17 NFYFC COMPETITION RULES
1. Eligibility & Representation

1.1. Check the Eligibility & Representation rules that are recorded in individual competition rules.  
1.2. For further information see papers on Eligibility & Representation in the Competitions resources online.
2. Health & safety & safeguarding
2.1. All competitions carried out at every level must comply with Health and Safety and Safeguarding legislation and meet the relevant safety standards.  
2.2. All competitors must be a paid up member of the County they are representing, with a valid membership card for insurance purposes.
2.3.  All Under 18 members must complete a NFYFC Parental Consent form.  The Parental Consent form must be completed and signed by a Parent/Guardian & the responsible person over the age of 18 who is present on the day of the competition.  The parental consent form is required for any competition or Presentation of Awards Ceremony only. 
2.4. It is the responsibility of the County Federation to ensure these forms are completed and returned in to NFYFC no later than 10 working days prior to the competition.
2.5. It is recommended that members under the age of 18 carry a copy of the completed Parental Consent form with them on the day of the NFYFC Final.
Please Note:  NFYFC will not accept responsibility for any members under the age of 18 who have not produced their Parental Consent Form either in advance to NFYFC or on the day of the NFYFC Final.  If the relevant forms are not received by the time of the NFYFC Final then, in accordance with the Federation’s Safeguarding Policy, members will not be allowed to take part.
3. Membership cards 

3.1. All competitors will be required to produce on the day of each round of the competition their current, signed NFYFC membership card that has the members’ photograph properly attached. A valid card will state the number of the County for which the member is able to compete for.
3.2. All competitors must be registered on the NFYFC Silo Database on or before the County Round of any competition they compete in.  This rule applies to any substitutes that are used at any round of a competition. 

3.3. This rule also applies to members in their last year of competition, where the NFYFC Final falls into the following year.  Associate members, although not eligible to compete in 2016-2017 competitions, they must hold a 2016-2017 membership card to compete in the NFYFC Finals held on or after 1 September 2016 for the competition they competed in the previous membership year.
3.4. Failure to produce a membership card on the day of a competition will require the member to pay a £20 fine and prove their ID.  Members aged 18 or over will need to confirm their ID using another form of photo-ID and member’s under 18 will be identified via another form of photographic ID or the parental consent forms submitted prior to the competition.  
3.5. A Member who fails to produce their card on the day of a competition must, within 7 days of the competition, confirm that they are a member of an YFC Club affiliated to the NFYFC. If this is not confirmed to the NFYFC Competitions desk (post@nfyfc.org.uk), the competitor/the whole team will be automatically disqualified from the competition and marks will be re-awarded accordingly.
3.6. The NFYFC competitions steering group reserves the right to ask all YFC competitors to show another form of identification that clearly states the competitors date of birth.
Please Note: In the absence of a County Round, members must be signed up on the NFYFC Silo Database prior to the first round that the member/team competes in a competition.  

4. Representing one YFC Club only 
4.1. Spirit of fair competition within YFC.  Members can only compete for one YFC Club when participating in NFYFC Competitions programme in any given year (1 September – 31st August) even if they hold more than one membership card. 
4.2. This rule should be applied by County Federations – at the district/county rounds of the competitions throughout the year.  This maintains the spirit of fair competition within YFC.  To be clear each Club is affiliated to one County Federation and the County Federation fits within one of the Areas.

4.3. A County Federation may enter a composite team at any round of the competition, provided all competitors are signed up on the NFYFC Silo Database on or before the date of the County final or first round they compete at.

Please Note - Area Committee’s may apply to the NFYFC Competitions Steering Group Chair for a special dispensation, to allow an Area Composite Team (made up of County Federation’s within that Area only) to compete in an NFYFC Final.  No NFU Trophy points can be awarded to an Area Composite Team.

5. Participation in NFYFC competition finals

5.1. Competitors may take part in competitions as follows: -

5.1.1. English Winter Fair - one competition per competition day

5.1.2. Annual Convention – two competition per competition day*

5.1.3. Competitions Day - one competition per competition day*&**
5.1.4. Sports Championships– one competition per competition day

5.1.5. Great Yorkshire Show (Dairy judging)- one competition per competition day

5.1.6. Tug of War finals - one competition per competition day

5.1.7. Stockman Weekend  - one competition per competition day

5.1.8. Malvern Autumn Show - one competition per competition day

*Junior and Senior YFC Member of the Year finalists would be eligible to compete in a second NFYFC final on the same day if applicable.  

**Competitors entering the national finals at the Competitions Day will be able to stage a static exhibit, but this must be done prior to all other competitions booking-in times. Competitors entering the Situation Vacant National Final will be able to take part in one additional competition on the same day.
5.2. NFYFC is an inclusive organisation that encourages and supports the participation of all our members. If you require any additional support or resources to participate effectively in any element of this competition please contact the competitions department two weeks prior to the competition final to allow us to work with you so that specific arrangements can be made.

6. Late Withdrawal of Entries
6.1. No deposits will be required from county teams prior to the NFYFC final.
6.2. However, withdrawals or cancelations made in the two (2) weeks before the day of the final will result in an administration charge of £25 and if a team withdraws within 48 hrs of the start of the competition final it will result in an administration charge of £40.

6.3. All administration charges are invoiced to County Federations and not the team/individual.

6.4. This rule applies to ALL Competitions at NFYFC Semi-finals and finals.

6.5. Area Finals held within the administration charge period will be subjected to the charges.

7. Judges decisions and complaints

7.1. The Judges’ decision is final.  
7.2. Written notification of intention to lodge a complaint or to dispute the result must be received by the Chief Steward on the day of the competition  no later than 1 hour of the results being announced
7.3. Following the above, the detail of the complaint or dispute of the results must be received in writing at the YFC Centre, Stoneleigh Park within 3 working days of the competition final.  Email post@nfyfc.org.uk 
7.4. Official complaints or disputes can be made by Competitors (finalists) or County Chair’s only.

8. Amendments

8.1. The NFYFC reserve the right to amend or cancel any of the rules.
9. Expenses

9.1. The NFYFC is not responsible for any expenses incurred by competitors or for arrangements for accommodation or travel.

10. Behaviour and Material Content
10.1. Unacceptable behaviour by competitors or supporters of teams which brings YFC into disrepute; or which may be deemed to adversely affect other competitors/performances will be penalised.
10.2. YFC Members are reminded that material of a questionable nature should not appear in any performance or speech.  Material of a questionable nature will be penalised. 
11. Awards

11.1. All NFYFC Competitions will carry points towards the NFU trophy
11.2. Members will be disqualified if they are not at the Presentation of Awards without prior permission being granted. County Organisers must submit an Absentee Form to NFYFC prior to the event.
Status FINAL


 JULY 2016
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